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I will prepare
and someday my
chance will come.

Abraham Lincoln

Founded in Austin in 2001, Breakthrough builds

a path to college, starting in middle school, for
low-income students who will be first generation
college graduates. Breakthrough's philosophy is
built on the belief that there are no quick fixes and
that early, long-lasting interventions can make the
difference between dropping out of high school or
going to college. The Breakthrough program is data-
driven, and relationship-based. Our combination

of individualized case management, rigorous
programming, a "do whatever it takes” philosophy,
and performance management allows Breakthrough
to address low-income students’ unique academic
needs and personal circumstances as they work to
become the first in their families to go to college.

Breakthrough equips our students with the tools
necessary to negotiate the many and complex steps
needed to be college-ready, to gain college admission,
and to secure financial aid. Breakthrough believes that
by equipping our students with innovative, educational
programs, we can break the cycle of poverty in their
families’ lives forever.
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Middle School. That place between
Mt. Awkward and Overwhelming
Pass. It's nice to have a guide.

Breakthrough's Summer Program creates the
foundation for the long-term relationships with
students and families. The intensive, six-week,
academic program for rising 7th - 9th graders
improves students” academic and study skills,
combats summer learning loss, and provides
information and opportunities students need to
succeed. Breakthrough's students-teaching-
students approach exposes young students to
inspiring role models, while older students discover
their potential as leaders and educators.

Capturing Opportunities

Breakthrough moves students beyond the
classroom to develop relationships with positive
role models and peers and explore the world
around them. Students take field trips to Texas
State University, a ropes course in Georgetown, and
Winedale to study Shakespeare. Our students also
volunteer at the Capital Area Food Bank and Urban
Roots Farm.

On six Saturdays during the school year,
Breakthrough's 7th and 8th graders go to St.
Stephen’s Episcopal School for a full day of project
learning and enrichment activities, instilling in our
students a college-going experience and attitude.

Understanding the Journey

There are many important milestones on the journey
to higher education, and it's hard to stay on track.
Breakthrough guides students to coursework and
schools that are academically challenging and
college-bound. The highly individualized programs
begin during the middle school Summer Program
with family workshops and continue through the 8th

grade year via a High School Options Fair, individual
planning sessions, and assistance with completing
transfer requests, applications, interviews, testing,
and financial aid forms.

Finding Your Voice

Breakthrough helps students advocate for
themselves in and out of school through goal-
setting exercises, public speaking opportunities,
individual mentoring, and team building activities.
Breakthrough students build confidence and find a
strong, personal voice that will guide them through
middle school and beyond.

‘I used to be amazingly shy. | couldn't
even correct people who mispronounced
my name. But | distinctly remember
having to stand on the big stage in Welch
Auditorium, as the director on the other
side of the room urged me to speak
louder and louder. Breakthrough literally
helped me find my voice.”

Jasmin Vara, Breakthrough Class of 2009, now

attending Middlebury College on full scholarship.
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High school is a hard-hat-only zone.
It helps to be with someone who

knows the ropes.

Breakthrough realizes that the transition from
middle school to high school can be a tumultuous
time for students, and that 9th grade achievement
sets the tone for high school and college success.
Therefore, Breakthrough has established
programming to ensure that our freshmen are
successful and that their course schedules

are appropriately challenging, balanced, and
college preparatory.

Forging Mental Toughness

By offering a 9th grade Summer Program focused
on academics, leadership, and study habits,
Breakthrough helps to minimize the impact of the
personal, social, and academic transition to higher-
performing high schools in the Austin area and to
increase 9th grade passing rates. Breakthrough
10th graders participate in a two-week Summer
Program on the campus of the University of Texas
focused on key school success habits, leadership
skills, preparing for college, and exploring future
career paths.

Game Planning Strategies

In addition to providing critical academic
preparation and support, Breakthrough coaches
students in the core competencies and skills
they will need to succeed. Breakthrough 9th and
10th graders take part in Saturday workshops
throughout the year focused on high school
success. During these after school and Saturday
events, students participate in lessons on goal-
setting and study habits, and build upon the
important relationships they have with each other,
Breakthrough mentors, and staff.

Academic Readiness

In addition to helping our students master the
curriculum in high school, we focus on getting
them ready to navigate the bureaucracy of getting
to college. Each year we hold a “Road to College”
event for all students and parents in grades

7-12. Students and parents are presented with
inspirational talks from other first-generation
college graduates, attend grade-level workshops
and a college fair, participate in panel discussions,
and learn about financial aid options and the
necessary college entrance exams. We also
encourage and support high school students to take
free college classes and earn college credit through
dual enrollment at Austin Community College.

“For the first time in my life, there is always

somebody asking me about my first day of
school or if 've done my homework. When
my college recommendations were due,

| realized | didn't have any stamps, let
alone the money or a car to go buy them.

| called Breakthrough and Andrea rushed
stamps over to my house in the middle of
a rain storm.”

Alicia Flores, Breakthrough Class of 2010,
attending Texas A&M - Corpus Christi
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The goal is in sight. The pressure is
high. We're there for that final push.

It takes knowledge and courage to be the first

in your family to go to college. Breakthrough
provides the information and resources students
and families need to enter the world of higher
education. Helping students apply to college and
for financial aid can be daunting for many educated
parents and downright overwhelming for those
without the experience themselves. Breakthrough
helps students and families complete this long
journey successfully.

Sharing Knowledge

Breakthrough students are eager to give back and
ensure that younger Breakthrough students and
siblings have the same opportunities. Breakthrough
students return to the Summer Program as
teachers and volunteers. Parents report sharing
what they learn with relatives and friends, and
encouraging others to apply to Breakthrough.
Likewise, our students frequently recruit their
siblings, cousins, neighbors, friends, and
schoolmates to join the program.

Our students stay involved.

Of the Breakthrough students in 7th through 12th
grade who have not moved out of the Austin area,
more than 90% remain actively engaged.

Prepared for Anything

We recognize the complexity of many of our students’
personal, familial, and social circumstances, and
how academic performance can be affected by any
other area of a student’s life. One of the reasons

for Breakthrough's success is the year-round and
sustained contact we have with students and families.
For these reasons, Breakthrough is much more than

a dropout prevention and college access program. To
some it feels like a second family. Our case managers
make school visits, home visits if necessary, and
referrals for other services, in addition to our core
programs. Something as seemingly simple as
obtaining eyeglasses can be a giant task for some
Breakthrough families. We help overcome these
obstacles.

Leaping Over Obstacles

For our students, applying to college is new to them
and their parents. Breakthrough provides the track
shoes to overcome these final hurdles on their

path to higher education. Breakthrough helps with
college preparation by taking 10th and 11th grade
students on college visits and to attend college
fairs. Breakthrough offers SAT preparation classes
in the fall and the spring, as well as helps students
register, get fee waivers, and drive them to the test
if necessary. Our 12th graders receive individualized
support as they apply for college and financial aid.
Staff members help students select target schools,
begin scholarship searches, write essays, prepare
for interviews, and complete applications.

“I'would never have known this opportunity
were out there for me if it were not for
Breakthrough. I've never been on a plane
or outside of Texas. I'm nervous and yet
excited to step outside of my comfort zone
and try something new and challenging.”

Aaron Cortez, Breakthrough Class of 2011 and
recipient of a full scholarship to attend the School for
Ethics and Global Leadership in Washington, D.C.
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Telvi Altamirano / Sophomore at Texas A&M



College is here. The preparation and
hard work starts again. It's awesome.
Breakthroughs happen every day.

Global Navigator

In just nine years, Breakthrough has had a
measurable impact on our community.
Breakthrough's success is reflected in our
students” achievements. Over 90% of our first three
classes graduated from high school in four years
and nearly three-quarters enrolled in college.

Our students are college-ready, based on state
standards, at approximately two times the rate

of non-Breakthrough students from the same
neighborhoods. Breakthrough's college enrollment
rate nearly doubles that of their Central Texas low-
income peers, and Breakthrough students persist
in college after their first year at higher rates than
their peers.

Breakthrough students are currently attending over
20 different colleges and universities from Texas to
New England to California.

Throwing a Line

The journey does not end after high school
graduation. Our case managers maintain
communication and provide support to Breakthrough
students during their college years to ensure they
become college graduates. Students continue

to need support to help with annual financial aid
applications and course guidance. Although we
teach our students to advocate for themselves,
Breakthrough students always know they have a
“lifeline” and someone who is knowledgeable and
who they can trust to call when they have a question
or need some guidance.

Breakthrough helps to develop socially responsible
and economically productive citizens, with the
skills and education to pursue their own interests
and passions, both professionally and personally.
Every high school dropout in Texas costs the state
$3,168 each year for the rest of their lives because
of increased Medicaid costs, increased incarceration
costs, and the loss of tax revenue. This amounts

to $377 million annually. The bottom line is that
most of the students we serve will not go to college
without significant intervention and support, and
the individual, social, and economic implications of
this are enormous. We expect that Breakthrough
students will continue along their path and become
community leaders, whose positive impact extends
beyond their own families, colleagues, and friends.
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& Austin DEMOGRAPHICS

RACE/ETHNICITY GENDER

African-

American Asian-American
/ Caucasian
4/‘ Other

Hispanic/
Latino

73.2% Hispanic/Latino 96% Female
18.9%  African-American 44% Male
2.6% Asian-American

3.4% Caucasian
2.6% Other

2010-11 ENROLLMENT

92%

350 Class of 2016

Eligible for free
or reduced lunch

300 | Class of 2015

250 - 46 Class of 2014
200 - 38 Class of 2013
41 41 Class of 2012
Class of 2011
Class of 2010 0
Class of 2009 0

Class of 2008

47

= OO

100 - 38 42 42 41 4

Will be first-generation
college graduates

TOTAL ENROLLMENT 388
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2009 REVENUE — $1,302,243

Government

$18,391
Individuals

$225,445

Foundations
Corporations $776,815

$281,592

2010 BUDGETED EXPENSES — $1,024,682

College
Persistence

$61,735 School Year
Support & Advocacy
$189,114

College Guidance

& Preparation
$137,165
Administration
$73,645

Community V

Outreach
$52,938

High School
Placement & Transition
$39,618

Fundraisi Middle School
ug9 1"32';’5"9 Summer Program
' $379,214




2009-2010
Board of Directors

Steve Adler

Barry Aidman, Ph. D.
Executive Director

Mark Eshelman

Vicky Hunter
Past President

Mickey Klein

Kevin Lalande
President

Richard Marcus

Jim Montgomery
Eva Munoz

José Ofman

Brian Roberts, Ph.D.

Bryan Rollins
Secretary

Taylor Sisson
Treasurer

Neil Webber
Alexa Lange Wesner

Ted Whatley

2009-2010
Consultants Council

Gwen Chance
Sean Cusack
Jessica D’Arcy
Tommy Deavenport
Karin Dicks

Rick Geyer

Eric Harslem
Kimberly Hieber
Dustin Lanier
Anna Near
Tiffany Nels
Cathy O’Neill

Kala Ranganathan
Melanie Ridings
Geoff Rips

Liz Stewart
Carmen Tawil
Ingrid Taylor
Tricia Traeger
Michele Walker-Moak
Melba Whatley

Russell Young



$100,000 AND ABOVE

Applied Materials Foundation
AT&T

Impact Austin

Michael & Susan Dell Foundation
RGK Foundation

The Garber Family Foundation
United Way Capital Area

Webber Family Foundation

$40,000-$99,999
KDK-Harman Foundation
Lowe Foundation
OneStar Foundation
Texas Pioneer Foundation
Topfer Family Foundation
Neil Webber

$5000-$9999

Don Bennett

Bob and Harriett Breihan
Caryland Art Cluster

Jessica and Paul D'Arcy

Mike and Janet Hebert

Christie Horne and Kevin Lalande
Bryan and Lisa Rollins

Ted and Melba Whatley
Synopsys

AMD

Hester Capital Management, LLC
Farm Credit Bank of Texas
Freescale Semiconductor, Inc.
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

$1000-4999

Bridget and Samy Aboel-Nil
Barry and Karen Aidman

Ted Aidman, Ph.D.

Steve and Lisa Andrade

Austin Community Foundation
Austin Ventures

Josh and Amy Baer

Beal Real Estate Services
Kirsten and Bjorn Billhardt
Jamie and Chad Bockius

Ann and Jeff Bomer

Karen and Ray Brimble

Mickey Brown

Dan Bullock and Annette Carlozzi
Laura and Ken Cho
Breakthrough Collaborative
Kati and Jay Cowles

Dell Inc.

Dell Foundation

James Dwyer

Frost Bank

Nora and Joe Gallinghouse
Theresa and Rudy Garza

GE Foundation Matching Gifts Program
Laura and Morris Gottesman
Staley and Jack Gray

Joan and David Hilgers

Deb and Greg Hilton

Julia and Randy Howry
Claudia and James Humphrey
Vicky and Ken Hunter

Jack and Jill of America Foundation
Leslie and David Jaffe

Brandi James and Koushik Shaw
Beth Myler and Erik Josowitz
KCL Foundation

Mary Beth and Scott Kelley
David and Karen Lack

Renee and Michael Lafair
Steve Adler and Diane Land
Jon and Karen Loehman

Jack and Carolyn Long

Sam and Tim McClure

Carla and Jack McDonald
Satin and Gita Mirchandani
Jim and Lillian Montgomery
Laura Muller

Anna and Jason Near

Tiffany and Michael Nels

Andy and Debbie Norval

Cathy O’Neill and Mike Kadyan
Heather and Russell Parker
Tess and Greg Peters

Prentice Foundation, Inc./ Jim Bohart
Eric and Jackie Price

Rachael & Ben Vaughan Foundation
Brian Roberts and Sarah Mead
Michael Rollins

Diego Romeu

Melissa and Neel Sarkar
Cheryl and Kent Savage

Lesa and Stuart Shaw

Steve Shook

Patricia and Larry Sinclair
Taylor and Kodi Sisson

A SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

$20,000-$39,999

Graham Family Foundation

I.A. 0'Shaughnessy Foundation
JP Morgan Chase

National Instruments

Norbert H. Hardner Foundation

$10,000-$19,999

John and Peggy Hintz

Chris and Cara Lowrimore

Richard and Susan Marcus

MFI| Foundation

M.R. and Evelyn Hudson Foundation

Kay and José Ofman
Sooch Foundation
T6

The Powell Foundation

St. David's Community Health Foundation
Liz and Duff Stewart

Strake Foundation

Gail and Rodney Susholtz
Beth and Neal Sutton
Guhan Swaminathan

Marty and Derry Swanger
Ingrid and James Taylor
Cathy and Dwight Thompson
Corie and Phil Tofilon

Karen L. Watkins

Alexa and Blaine Wesner
Pam and Neel White

Kay and Stan Wilemon
Jamie and Dana Wills

$500-$999

Liz and Riger Berry

Nicky and Chris Brennig

Susan and Eric Broockman

Doug Brothers and Lynne Rupp
Lynn and Bill Cariker

Gillian and Will Coates

Will Curtis

Marc Davis/Hirestarter

Jennifer and Len Dulski

Leslie and Will Eckert

Anne and Fred Ellis

Jennifer and Richard Fadal
Adam Geyer

Alan and Betsy Glen

Cindy Goldrick and Gordon Bowman
Tobias Gordon

Virginia and Richard Gorelick
Marcy and Sam Greer

Stefanie and Stephen Griffith
Paula Angerstein and Paul Grosso
Elizabeth and Michael Hall

Cami and John Hawkins

Greg Headley

David Heymann and Sandy Fiedorek
Dr. John Hogg and David Garza
Susan and Jim Hooks

Hart Humble

Susan and Stephen Hurd

Jentso Hwang

Junior League of Austin

Terry and Kitty Kenyon

Lalitha and Gopal Krishnan
Janey and Melvin Lack

Debbie Lauderdale and Dan Felps
Kathy and Ray Leubner

Thomas Magruder

Tara Martin and Bob Valentine
Derek and Rindi McDonald
Caroline and Greg Nelson

Stacy Ong

Dick Orton

Mary Ellen and David Pietruszynski
Reena and Curt Richtermeyer
Jinous Rouhani

Eva and Roy Strasburger

Chic Bain and Cindy Taylor

Texas Capital Bank

Christa and Robert Tuttle

Karen Valby and Tim Dallesandro
Kenny and Shelley Van Zant
Kevin Walbrick and Callie Field
Wells Fargo

Bill Wiese

Brooke and Chris Wilbratte

Linda and Mark Williams

Sandra Sweeney Wilson

Jessica and Michael Wyatt

$200-$499

Randy Aidman

Alex Albright

Erin and Boone Almanza
Manuel Alvarez

Jeffrey Anderson

Lynn and Rick Arnett

One Skye Foundation

Bank of America
LJ Foundation

Michael and Alice Kuhn Foundation

Pape Foundation

Silicon Laboratories

State Farm Insurance

Still Water Foundation

The Pacey Family Foundation
The Vollman Family Foundation

Malia Aycock

Ray Barr

Laura and Steve Beuerlein
Louis Black

Karan and Gregory Ciotti

Kathy Cox and Randy Cain
Deepa Donde and Vinay Bhagat
Annie and Ward Downing
Lindsay and Jared Drakeley
Sabrina A. Duffy

Amy and David Dunham

Jan Dunn

Birgit Enstrom and Hugh Randolph
Tracy and Drew Fielder

Becky and Kerry Getter

Google Matching Gifts Program
KC Grace

Robyn and Rob Hargrove

Jenn and Eric Hartner

Priscilla Jean Heard

Dan Heller

Joyce J. Hellums

Leisha Hoot

Jack Humphrey and Allison Cook
Diane Ireson and Rowland Cook
Tracey and Aaron Kozmetsky
Tracey and Mike Lazorik
Megan Lowe

Jacquelyn Mapp-Cooper

Lisa McMinn

Clarissa and Dennis McWilliams
Meyer Levy Charitable Foundation
Gretchen and Mark Nagaitis
Anne Nicholson

Donna and William Osborn
Jose Pacheco

Janis and Joe Pinnelli

Lynn Plummer

Savita Raghanathan

Holly and Jason Reneau

Sean J. Ripple

Amy and David Roberts

David Runyon

Bea and Dylan Schleppe

Jodi and Steve Semelsberger
Josh and Kimberly Simén
Melissa and Joseph Skidmore
Cathy and Bill Smith

Hartt and Nada Stearns

Yia Hang and Dan Stronger
Anna Tallent

Joan and Greg Talley

Margot and Grant Thomas
Leslie Thorne

Drew S. Trammell

Betsy and Mark Tschurr

Leslie Walker

Benjamin Weatherman
Rebecca and Russell Young
Ashley and Marc Zimmerman

$100- $199

Joy Anderson

Sonia Ansari and Parker Dorris
Reed Arnos

Allen Becker

Susan Block

Annie Bowman Melton and Bud Melton
Kristin and Bret Boyer

Mary Brooker

Tanisha Coppage

Jeannie and Joseph De Fazio
Charles Dean

Gloria and Paul DeVere

Allison and Kelly Dwyer

RM Easterling

Michael and Laura Eisenberg
Jen Felch and Andy Price

Pam and David Ferguson

Mary Carroll Foley

Dr. George Forgie

Lindsay Frenkel and Mehrang Razzaz

Libby and Mike Galvin

Gary Gattis and Marta Viera
Rick and Ginger Geyer
Mohit Goyal

Natalie and James Gray
Carrie and Michael Griffith
Tosca Gruber

Katie and Tim Hanus
Specht Harpman

Mard and Janie Herrick
Catherine and Byron Hilton
James Hughes

Amanda Johnson

Marla and Phil Kiger

David Klipec

Heather and Martin Kohout
Lucy Leatherwood

Kathy and Robert Lindauer
Lynn and Bruce Lipshy
Nancy T. Liu

Daniel Liu

Janie and J. Robert Long
Lori and Dan Mannion

Eva Munoz and George Martin
Allison and Case May

Joan and Dan McNamara
Margie and William Medrano
Anne L. Morgan

Roger Ng

Guyanne and Nick Nichols
Dr. Nona Niland

Jonathan Pike

Paul Pulley

Corey Renfro

Kathryn and James Roth
David Sammon

Dominique Sanchez

Pilar Sanchez

Stephen Scherer

Terri Seiler

Sarah Silverberg

Lynn H. Slade and Susan J. Zimmerman

Patrick Snell
Suzanne and Ted Stewart

Students of 0. Henry Middle School

Gail and Tim Sulak

Margot and Grant Thomas
Wendy and Tod Thompson
Richard Timkovich

Amanda Tyler and Rob Behrendt
UT Vaqueros

John Daly and Anita Vangelisti
Anne and Surya Veeraraghavan
Michele Walker-Moak

Anita Washington

Frank and Stacy Webster
Barbara and Kirk White

John and Jeannette Williams
Richard Wuest

Rebecca Wustrau

Tiffany Young-Smith

Up to $99

Andrea Abel and John Robinson
Ana Arredondo

Arnetta Bienvenu

Brooke Blount

Shonda Brown

Joy Bryant

Christine Capeless

Michelle Carlson and Paul Lupa
Dorsey Cartwright and Neil Meili
Dianne Casey

Kimberly Curran

Eileen Danaher

Leslie and Brandon Easterling
Kim Edwards and Anthony Tatu
Maria Esquivel

Carly Feuerbacher

Keith and Teresa Forester
Marisol and John Foster

Maria Franklin

List represents gifts received between 12/31/08 and 5/31/10

Major in-kind donors

Austin Independent School District
Aperio Marketing

Clutch Creative

Huston-Tillotson University

iD Tech Camps

St. Stephen'’s Episcopal School
Thinkwell

The University of Texas at Austin

Jay Franklin

Denise and Jim Girardeau
Givv.org

Lynn and Thomas Guengerich
Ellen and Otto Helweg
Jaron Hightower-Mills
Richard Holt

Faith Johnson

Carol and Gregory Kern
Bob Kirkpatrick

Heather Ladner

Jeanne Lee

Julie Lindsey

Lyn Loeffler and Patricia Hickey
Jack Lerner

Tuyet Luu

Mary Macina and Thomas Durham
Melissa Marshall

Jenna Martin

Mallori L. Martin
Maryesther Martinez

Robbi and Andrew Millest
Sandra Morgen

Ashley Nalle

Caroline Newman

Heather Neville

David Orman

Viji and Raj Panda

Judy Paul and Barry Brooks
Elizabeth and Jack Polk
Gilberto Ramos

Randall's

Dane Reese

Jennifer and Tom Reilly
Jennifer Rivera

Katrhryn Roboff

Sharon Roy and Adam Sheehan
Lori Rynerson

Courtney Schumacher
Kristin and Gavin Scott
Karen Smith

Brian Spitzer

Dana Swanson Switzer
Omar Syed

Connie Tande

Carlene and Steven Todd
Brian Tulga

Yuuka Uchida

Lisa and Darren Whitehurst
JoAnn and Greg Willis
Summer Lee Woodman

Ali Zalzala

In-Kind

ASTI Tratorria

Abi Justice Photography
Advantage Testing

Austin Flower Company
BizGreet

Capital Metro Transportation
CC West Printing

College Houses Cooperative
Discount Electronics

Dr. Bob and Helen Joe
Emblem Creative

Fino Restaurant Patio and Bar
Hancock Photography

HEB

Kappa Kappa Gamma

Kirk Tuck Photography
Dave Miller

Trish Miller

Paula’s Texas Spirit

Pisces Foods

Republic Tequila

Sedans, Inc.

Sally Ride Science

Whole Foods Market

Troy Winskowicz
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